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Thank You!! Connie, Gail
& all who made 2006 Gala a Success!!
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“Thoughts While Stitching”
“Now all you need for quilting is plenty of time; take things easy, kind of relax, sit
comfortably and no worrying or else you will make a big stitch or maybe prick your
finger until it bleeds. Of course you are not a ‘Quilter’ until you have some sore fingers
and especially a sore thumb.”
(Amy Emms [1904-1998] quilter for 80 years, wrote Amy Emms’ Story of Durham
Quilting at the age of 86. Inducted into Quilters Hall of Fame in 1992.)

Amy Emms, M.B.E. Patchwork and Quilting, Winter 1986 The Quilters’ Hall of Fame,
Merikay Waldvogel and Rosalind Webster Perry

Message from the President – “Biz from Liz”
WOW! What a weekend. It was a fabulous Gala. Thanks to each and every one of you
for your help. I don’t know the results but I think we made a bundle of money for both
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the Tavern and our Guild. Special thanks to Connie and Gail. They provided such
wonderful organization.

If you haven’t already done so, check our new website. Linda McMakin has done a super
job. Thank you, Linda.

Hope to see all of you at the November 7th meeting. I’m sure we will have all recharged
our batteries by then, and be roaring to go again.

Keep on piecing, Liz

2006 Gala Update – Connie Drew, Co-Chair
Way to go everyone!! By any measure we had a big success this weekend. Great
attendance, great show, great auction, great silent auction, great boutique, great vendors,
great tent, great teachers, great Hoffman/dolls/antiques, great reception, great Guild
participation, etc. The Auction catalog was a huge success and helped Gail get
organized, and made Mr. Haynie’s job easy. He said we were the best organized group
he ever worked with. We sold almost 400 tickets.

The classes were wonderful. (Next time they will not be scheduled when the show is
open or we are setting up.) We will have a full financial report at the next TQG meeting.

The Guild owes all the chair people a big “thank you” for a job well done. I figured 90%
or more of our members helped in some significant way, either in workshops or during
the Gala. And a big thanks also to all the helping husbands. We couldn’t have done it
without them. They helped with hanging and un-hanging, setup and cleanup,
refreshments, the auction, cashiering, getting, setting up and taking down and returning
the tent, tables and chairs. The best part is that I think everyone had a really good time.

The Gala committee is evaluating the whole event and will make a report. Your positive
suggestions are most welcomed. Just e-mail or call me. We can always make a great
event even better.

Mary Sawyer, Chair, Gala Workshops
Mary expresses her gratitude to all members who attended the September Workshop,
including: Anne Harmon, Nancy Koren, Paula Hudson, Marion Booth, Margaret
Cox, Liz Mesec, Jean Everly, Joanne Roberts, Connie Drew and Barbara Darden.

Mary also extends a special “thanks” to all those who attended at least four of the eight
Gala workshops – including: Jean Everly, Barbara Darden, Nancy Koren, Liz Mesec,
Alene Kimberlin, Anne Harman, Paula Hudson, Joanne Roberts, Marion Booth, and
Margaret Cox. 22 members participated in these workshops which resulted in making
five large quilts and two baby quilts for the Gala.

Bootique - Susan Melton and Kathy Pitts
To the TQG members who participated in the Bootique … it was definitely a success,
but as yet we do not know exactly how successful. We are still working on all the
numbers and hope to have your proceeds to you soon.
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Conversations
“Conversations” is a new feature introduced this month as a means to learn more about
our members and which will be offered from time-to-time. We welcome your comments
about this column and suggestions for interviews with other members. Liz Mesec agreed
to respond to questions for this issue.

LL: Your tenure as President of TQG is drawing to a close. What are your thoughts
about the past year?

Liz: Being president is easy. I really haven’t done much this year. This Guild is
so full of creative, talented, and willing people who really run it. Sure, I make out
the agendas, and stand up front and run the meetings, but it is the members of the
Guild who are the real strength. If you ask someone to do something, they do it, and
you can count on them.

This year was full of sorrow with the death of three of our members, yet full of
excitement. The new building, the new walls to enable us to hang quilts and help
deaden the noise, and the help of the Tavern Board and the Rangers who were
instrumental in making sure we got what we wanted in the building. We owe them
a big debt of gratitude.

The Gala was wonderful! See what I mean by everyone pulling together and doing
their part? So many people worked so hard, and the talent!! The new web site, the
programs, the visual beauty of the show, the BOOtique, the gorgeous quilts in the
auction, all are the product of the members, led of course, by the fantastic
organization of Connie and Gail. Even Betty, who moved away, contributed so
much even though she knew she would be leaving.

LL: We are well aware of the great help that your husband, Gil, has been to TQG.
Can you tell us a little more about your family?

Liz: No one could ask for a better husband than I have. We have been married for
48 years, and he has been the rock beneath my feet. He helps me with everything,
and puts up with my varied moods. We have two children: Chip (Gilbert Jr.) and
Catherine. Our grandchildren number 5: four girls and one boy (Gilbert Ronald
Mesec III) and live far away in Texas and California. We do see them at least twice
a year.

I have always loved animals, was raised with cats and dogs, and we have continued
to make them a big part of our life. Presently, we have two standard poodles,
George and Martha Washington Mesec and four cats.

I taught school in Fairfax County for 25 years, mostly 3rd grade and retired in 1998,
when I moved down here.

LL: Have any of your children or grandchildren expressed an interest in quilting?

Liz: Our daughter Catherine was a quilter before she had children. Her girls are
very ‘crafty’, as is she. Jennifer is a very successful jewelry designer, and has sold
lots of things to her classmates, teachers and others. The oldest, Kaitlin, designs and
sells cards, and the little one, Caroline, designs and sells buttons. If they ever really
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get into quilting it will be when they are older and have more time. All are heavily
into sports.

LL: Tell us about your interest in quilting – when it began and who influenced or
taught you to quilt.

Liz: I started quilting in the late 60’s before going to work and then going back to
school to get my teaching degree. After starting to teach I had no time for quilting.
I usually worked a 12-hour day and had more schoolwork to do at home in the
evening. After retirement I was so glad to start again although everything had
changed! Plastic templates, rotary cutters, wonderful patterns and fabric. I
immediately joined TQG and learned how to join the modern world!

LL Is there a particular type of quilting that you enjoy more than another?

Liz: I like all parts of quilting, but am not very skilled in appliqué or hand
quilting. I guess I like to piece the most. Love putting those patterns together. I
also love to take classes. Must be the educator in me.

LL: We know that you contributed many of the beautiful silk, satin and other fabrics to
the crazy quilt made by the ‘Sew Bee It Quilters’ for the 2004 Gala. How did you come
into these fabrics?

Liz: Gil was a Navy pilot, and we were stationed in Iwakuni, Japan for three
years in the early 60’s. It was difficult for me being away from family for so long as
one didn’t make phone calls home, and our news came only from military sources.
The Cuban Crisis, President Kennedy’s assassination, the Viet Nam War all
happened while we were over there. Our children were born there.

There were many good parts to being over there. I had a dressmaker who came to
my house and made whatever I wanted from a picture. That is where many of the
silks and fabrics came from that went into the crazy quilt “Victorian Elegance”. I
have always loved fabric, and collected many pretty pieces while over there. I had
always kept the dresses that were made there even though I couldn’t possibly fit into
them anymore. I decided they would be put to good use in the quilt, so we cut them
up and used them. I won that quilt, so it is a double pleasure to look at it every day
in my home.

LL: Thank you, Liz - and we hope to see more of your quilts in the future. Your
“Moon-glo” exhibited in the 2006 Gala is beautiful!

November 2006 Program

Program: Emily Martin, Baltimore Quilts, Appliqué and Quilt Designer

Refreshments: Gail Griffith, Donna Gruel, Diana Hemovich, Linda Stemple

Member Notes
Judy Crown, Librarian
Judy reports that she has received an order of books, including one quilting book written
by Kaffee Fassett. This book was ordered by one of our members in memoriam.
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However, Judy has misplaced the name of the person who ordered this book. Please
contact Judy if you have ordered this book.

Minutes of October 2006 Meeting
President Liz Mesec called the meeting to order at 10:05. Liz asked for guests. There
were two: Theda Brann and Connie Drew’s sister-in-law, Jessie Cates.

Charlotte Headley reported Virginia Casey is at home and doing well. Virginia is pleased
with all the cards and notes she has received. Her two daughters are with her.

Liz thanked Jane Fahey for the “early bird” lesson on making landscape quilts.

Liz welcomed Cathy Capelli as a new old member. Cathy joined four years ago but has
not been able to attend meetings for a long time.

“Show and tell”:
1. A birds and animals quilt for her granddaughter by Sandra Kirkpatrick;
2. Jane Fahey - two jackets for the boutique. She said they were cut and paste on already
made jackets.
3. Faye Page showed a jacket with yo-yos. The base was a sweat shirt upon which she
had hand sewn the yo-yos. Her quote was “yo-yos equals work.”
4. Mary Sawyer said that after conducting eight of them, she has finally figured out how
to run a workshop, she went, left a bunch of fabric and left. She came back to a really
great quilt made from fish fabric. Kathy Pitts quilted it for the guild.
5. Linda Stemple was working on an antique 4-patch, all made by hand, in soft browns
and pink. It will be at the Gala to be auctioned.
6. Dee Rogers showed a wall hanging with a pineapple, also for the Gala.
7. Aldra Lloyd showed a bow tie quilt made with a serger.
8. Terri Eiler had attended a class on dying fabric and showed the lovely results. You
start with special muslin which has been prepared for dying.
9. Connie Drew had made a 4-panel wall hanging with cool cats, fusible and blanket
stitch preparation and wonderful bright colors.
10. Charlene Becker showed more of the dyed fabric. The dye is permanent.
11. Linda McMakin had finally found a use for kudzu. Baskets! She called them baskets
from the vine. They were really interesting and natural looking. Apparently the kudzu
vine takes dye well. The baskets were great.
12. Cindy Saleski (who obviously has more hours in her day than the rest of us) brought
two small quilts which will be in the boutique. One featured dogs and the other
butterflies. She also had a bed size Christmas log cabin which was wonderful and will be
auctioned at the Gala.
13. Beth Hayes (VCQ) brought the new book on Virginia Quilts. Hazel Carter had
spoken to the Guild about the book while it was in preparation and now it is finished.
Jeanne Rose bought several copies of the book and will have them at the Gala (she now
has them at the Briar Patch).

New Business. Liz asked us to consider giving the Tavern Foundation $30 a month to
cover utilities. It will be paid on an annual basis ($360). This is a voluntary donation.
We do not pay rent. Margaret Cox made the motion to pay the $30 a month; Cathy
Capelli seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. There was discussion. We
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bought the chairs and the tables, and paid for the new treatment for the walls. There will
be a quilt auctioned at the Gala to benefit the Foundation.

Minutes. The minutes from the last meeting were approved as written.

Treasurer's report. The treasurers’ report was approved.

Membership Dues. Louise asks that you please try to pay your dues early (next month).

Gala. Connie Drew led a discussion by or about each of the Gala Committees. Connie
reminded us all to buy a ticket. Connie mentioned that Karen Edwards and Linda
McMakin have done a wonderful job printing the tickets and preparing the website and
have done a great job on the program. The program draft was circulated so that everyone
could add or correct information on the quilts to be auctioned. There are 105 quilts in the
auction.

The Reedville Fisherman’s Museum will be selling raffle tickets at the Gala. Connie had
received a request from a group to bring another raffle quilt; this quilt is to benefit cancer
research. Connie was concerned whether the Reedville Fisherman’s Museum would
mind having another raffle quilt. Elizabeth Schambler (president of the Reedville Quilt
Guild said that they wouldn’t have a problem with the second quilt. We decided to let the
second quilt come.

Connie said that she would like to have the catalogs available by the 17th of October. The
Hoffman Dolls arrive on the 17th.

There was a discussion about the Health Department requirements for the food during the
auction. There will be mimosas, non alcoholic punch, and canned nuts (served in small
cups). Cora Tiggle will be selling food all day and we don’t want to compete with her.

There will be several vendors including the Briar Patch, Love to Quilt, Country
Christmas, Tavern Quilt Guild Boutique, and a company with sewing related charms. The
vendor reception is Friday night. It is just for us and the vendors. It will be in American
Legion Building. Bring things for the reception by 4:30. Reception starts at 5:30.

If your quilt is not sold on Saturday, please pick it up on Saturday or Sunday.

Joy Young told the group to bring display quilts on Friday between 8:30 am and 11:00.
There isn’t insurance for the quilts. Bring them in a pillow case with your name and
telephone number on the pillow case. Your name and telephone number should be on
your quilt. You can pick up your display quilts on Monday after 11:00 am.

Marcia Thomason says she planned for the display of the 67 quilts she has received
registration forms for so far and has room for more. She read some examples of the signs
she is planning to use. We discussed having a vote for the viewer’s choice and also to
ask people how they had heard about the Gala.

There will be a meeting of the committee chairs on the 9th of Oct.

Ginger Marshall has 11 dolls from the eleanor piece Bailey class. She said that you can
put teddy bears you have made in the show too. She needs your forms by Friday. Pick
your dolls up on Monday after the show.

Sue Kessel said the retreat starts November 14. She will have a sign-up sheet for chores
and other necessities at the next meeting.
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Bring items for the Boutique on Friday all day. Be prepared to pick things that don’t sell
on Monday. Charlene Becker says that she still needs some white glovers.

Nancy Brannon says the Hoffman Challenge is on its way. We have insurance for it. We
are getting a 1st place winner quilt, a 3rd place appliqué quilt, a 1st place group quilt and
the best machine quilt. They will be charging $5 at the door to see what is in the quilt
building only.

Linda Stemple said that quilts which are being brought to be auctioned do not need a
pillow case (just the ones being displayed need one).

Rosemary Freedman has her own e-mail address. If your e-mail changes, be sure to tell
Janet Vaughan.

The silent auction will be held on Saturday from 10-12:00 noon. It will be held on
Sunday from 12:00 until 5:00 pm. Packaging meeting is on Tuesday 10th at 10:00.

Hospitality. Thanks to Mary, Barbara and Margaret for hospitality and to Faye Page,
Karen Edwards and Cindy Bonnet for the food for this meeting.

Thank you Jane Fahey for the education program. Jane said thank you to everyone who
has done classes. Jane has been asked several times to get a program on EQ. We may
need to buy our own projector but in the meantime we might be able to have a program at
the Library.

Next month the program is Emily Martin on Baltimore Album quilts.

Birthdays were, Karen Mullins, Faye Page, Margaret Cox, Milly Huffman, Connie Drew
and Joanne Roberts. There were two door prizes; one was won by Joanne Roberts, a 20%
discount at the Virginia Quilt Museum. The 2nd was won by Milly Huffman, a book on
“Scraps.”

Kathy Pitts, the liaison with the Tavern had nothing to report. A perfectly beautiful
group quilt called the “Essence of the Northern Neck” was displayed. We hope the group
will consider making a pattern.

Mary Sawyer thanked everyone who had participated in the workshops. 22 members
participated in 8 workshops. Thanks to each of you. Nancy Brannon mentioned the Folk
Festival in Richmond, October 13, 14, and 15. The meeting was adjourned at 1:18.

Respectfully submitted, Marybeth Sissions, Acting Recording Secretary

Dates to Remember
November 7, 2006 TQG Monthly Meeting – Transportation Building, Heathsville

November 7, 2006 TQG Board of Directors’ Meeting – Transportation Building,
Heathsville

November 14 – 17 TQG Annual Retreat – Thousand Trails Campground –
Gloucester

Current – January 14, 2007 Shenandoah Valley Quilt Exhibition, Museum of Shenandoah
Valley, Winchester www.shenandoahmuseum.org

February 22-28, 2007 Mid-Atlantic Quilt Festival, Hampton
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Officers Committee Chairs
President: Liz Mesec 2006 Gala Connie Drew
1st Vice President Joy Young Betty Finamore
2nd Vice President Nancy Brannon Gail Griffith
Recording Secretary Jean Everly Education Jane Fahey
Treasurer Cyndi Saleski Membership Louise McIntire
Corresponding Secretary Sybil Stolzenberg Web Master Linda McMakin

Judy Crown Librarian
Editor Janet Vaughan

BRIAR PATCH QUILT SHOP

12 Tammy Drive, Little Bay Community, White Stone, VA 22578
Phone: 804-435-9065

E-mail: briarpatch@Kaballero. com.

www.briarpatch@Kaballero.com

Shop Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday from 10 to
4; And anytime by appointment!
The quilters’ source for fabric, supplies, classes and friendly
service on the Northern Neck. Quilt Guild members receive
a 10% discount off regular retail prices.

VENDING AT EVERY TAVERN QUILT GUILD
MEETING!!


