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“THOUGHTS WHILE STITCHING”
It is easy during this season of holidays to forget what is important. Excerpts from a
speech given by Pulitzer Prize-winning writer and novelist, Anna Quindlen to the
graduates of Villanova University were sent by Jessica Servis to help us remember just
what really counts.

“…I’ll never forget the words my father sent me on a postcard last year, ‘If you win the
rat race, you’re still a rat.’ Or what John Lennon wrote before he was gunned down in
the driveway of the Dakota, ‘Life is what happens while you are busy making other
plans’.

…Get a life. A real life, not a manic pursuit of the next promotion – the bigger paycheck,
the larger house. Do you think you’d care so very much about those things if you blew
an aneurysm one afternoon, or found a lump in your breast? Get a life in which you
notice the smell of salt water pushing itself on a breeze over seaside heights – a life in
which you stop and watch how a red tailed hawk circles over the water or the way a baby
scowls with concentration when she tries to pick up a Cheerio with her thumb and first
finger.

...It is so easy to waste our lives, our days, our hours, our minutes. It is so easy to take
for granted the color of our kids’ eyes, the way the melody in a song rises and falls and
disappears and rises again. It is so easy to exist instead of to live.
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..I learned …something that changed my life that, if I had my druthers, it would never
have been changed at all. And what I learned from it is what, today, seems to be the
hardest lessons of all:

I learned to love the journey, not the destination. I learned that it is not a dress
rehearsal, and that today is the only guarantee you get. I learned to look at all the good
in the world and try to give some of it back because I believed in it, completely and
utterly. And I tried to do that, in part, by telling others what I had learned. Consider the
lilies of the field. Look at the fuzz on a baby’s ear. Read in the backyard with the sun on
your face. Learn to be happy. Think of life as a terminal illness, because if you do, you
will live it with joy and passion as it ought to be lived.”

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hope everyone is having a wonderful holiday and enjoying yourselves. Several members
have told me they want the guild meetings to be more fun and relaxed, with less
business....that being said I have to write it here. All of the Executive Board positions are
filled, some of the standing committees are filled, and two unofficial committees need to
be filled.
Audit Committee - Linda McMakin will need at least one other person to audit the
books by April with one small caveat, the by-laws need to be changed.
Hospitality Committee - two people to set up and take down coffee and tea. We are
recommending that the membership return to bringing their own lunch, drink, and dessert
and the Guild will supply the coffee and tea.
Celebration Committee - FKAP Bee will handle the July Program, but we need a bee to
handle the December Program.
Education Committee - Jane Fahey will write out what is needed.
Publicity Committee - Connie Drew listed contacts with targeted dates.

I hope you have tried to make a couple of the January BOM Pinwheel blocks. Remember
they should be in Civil War colors and each unfinished block should measure 8- ½ “.
The winner will need to submit a pattern to the next Loons Lines for a block that is due at
the March meeting. We ask that you make at least one additional block to be donated
toward a Guild quilt to be used in the Bingo or the next Gala.

I will do the 9:15AM demo of the Pinwheel block and the next block due for February.
We will meet on the balcony. The February BOM will be RED and WHITE, (8-½"
unfinished) made up of 16 alternating red and white squares.

Will everyone do a detailed inventory of what they are personally storing for the TQG. I
believe we are still missing one of the two mail box keys. I would like to have your
completed inventory by March.

Please submit your written committee report (committees as listed in the by-laws) from
the 2006 chair persons including any recommendations and how much money needs to be
budgeted for 2007. Happy Holidays, Susan Melton
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MEMBER NEWS
Recommendations from the TQG Board of Directors
The TQG Board of Directors is recommending that the TQG by-laws be modified to read
as follows:

1. Proposed Amendment:
That Article VIII, Section 1, item (a) of the By-laws (Committees, Standing
Committees, Audit Committee), be amended to strike the first sentence which states
“The incoming Treasurer shall be the chairperson.”

Reason for revision: The By-laws call for the President to appoint a chairperson of
each committee. When a Treasurer serves two consecutive years, as Cyndi is doing this
year, it is awkward and illogical to have her audit records that she has created.

2. Proposed Amendment:
That Article VI, Section 6, item (c) of the By-Laws (duties of the Treasurer) is amended
to state that the fiscal year will be from April 1 through March 31.

Reason for Amendment revision: This is a clarification of the actual fiscal year.

3. Proposed Amendment:
Article VI, Sections 4 and 5 be amended to move “Maintain a file of committee reports”
from Section 5 (Corresponding Secretary) to Section 4 (Recording Secretary).

Membership Dues
Please send your 2007 TQG Membership dues to Cyndi Salesky, Treasurer. Annual dues
are $20. Only those who have paid their dues will have their name included in the 2007
TQG Membership Book. Also – be sure to review your name, address, phone number
and e-mail address in the 2006 TQG Membership Book. Any changes should be
submitted to Louise McIntire

A Blue Ribbon Winner!!
Congratulations to Mary Alice Rath who has won a blue ribbon for her quilt at the
prestigious Vermont Quilt Festival. Her quilt, “Fourteen Stars” won the “Star of
Vermont Theme Award” – and was one of more than 400 quilts displayed. Mary Alice
hand quilted and machine pieced her quilt and it can be seen on the Vermont Quilt
Festival web site at www.VQF.org. This show drew 7000 viewers from as far away as
Japan and South America.

Inventory
It’s recognized that TQG is in need of storage space for the various books, quilt racks,
and other materials. However, to determine just how much storage space is needed,
Susan Melton is making an inventory of just what TQG does own. She asks that
everyone search their homes and let her know what may be in your possession that you
are holding for TQG. Send her a list so that she will then make provision to gain the
necessary storage space.


