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“THOUGHTS WHILE STITCHING”
Patchwork! Ah, no! It was memory, imagination, history, biography, joy, sorrow, philosophy,
religion, romance, realism, life, love, and death; and over all, like a halo, the love of the artist for
his work, and the soul’s longing for earthly immortality.

Eliza Calvert Hall, Aunt Jane of Kentucky, Quilting Quotations Celebrating an American Legacy
Running Press: Philadelphia – p. 30

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Ladies, I hear from many of you that the speakers and programs are the best part of TQG. Jinny
Beyer, Barb Sawyer, Sue Cox, Emily Martin to name but a few have certainly generated
enthusiastic responses from many of you. But these programs don't just happen. They cost money
which we must raise to fund these events. And the Gala is our principal source of funding for
these programs. We are in DESPERATE need of people to take the lead in planning the 2008
Gala. Committees must be formed. Spaces have to be reserved. Plans need to be generated. And
this won't happen unless some of you take the lead. As of today, we have had no response-- no
one to plan this event. If we don't have people to step forward - then we must consider
alternatives ...... Is this what we want? Is this what we are saying? Please let me know if you can
help - either in a support - or hopefully - a lead position. I am open to suggestions as to how to
guide this event. Susan Melton

QUILTERS’ NEWS
EDUCATION PROGRAM – Sue Burton, Chairperson is preparing programs for
children’s/students. She requests that the member who indicated (at the May meeting) she had a
contact with the Home Schoolers Program contact her. Sue didn’t make a note of this – and
would like to talk with whomever it was that had this contact.

Sue also would like to know if someone has a sewing machine that she would be willing to
donate or lend for these programs.

GEES BEND QUILTS: Cooky Booth reports that The Walters Art Museum in
Baltimore will display these quilts June 15th to August 26th (Wednesday-Sundays). Details at
http://www.thewalters.org.
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experience I can say it is easier to do it correctly the first time than have to take it apart and redo.
Redo – not a good thing.

Our second BEE quilt is a crazy quilt. I am delighted to say I was not the only one driven ‘nuts’ by
this. Penny Mace kept us sane with intricate stitch instruction. The end result is beautiful and a
new technique was learned, maybe. Crazy quilts are comprised of a variety of materials and seams
are hidden under different embroidery stitches. Pictures are made on each piece with embroidery
thread. Embroidery thread comes in strands you must take apart and decide how many strands to
use. The needle is strong and has a large eye. I need strong hands for pushing that needle and
several strands of thread in and out. There are flowers, birds, webs and spectacular embellishments
of beads, ribbons and many adornments. Thank goodness for the learned ones who can camouflage
the work of the inexperienced. What ever happened to cutting up those old clothes and making little
squares?

The current BEE project is a ‘Valor Quilt’ for an injured member of our Armed Services. This
BEE is open, accepting new members and meets once a month on the fourth Thursday in the
Library in Heathsville from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Members work on personal projects, help one
another find information about problems or new techniques and donate time to BEE projects.

Perhaps, one of the oldest BEEs is FKAP (Formerly Known As Perfect) that gathers in each other
homes on non Guild Tuesdays. They make items for sale in the Tavern Store and hope to take their
husbands on a trip to nowhere. They have three social events each year around Valentine’s Day,
Christmas and in the summer. The husbands belong to The Order of The Thimble which is
dedicated to the wisdom of husbands who graciously wave goodbye to quilting wives as they attend
Guild meetings, BEEs, retreats and shop hops. This is a closed BEE as meeting in homes restricts
the number of members.

The Village Chicks are back and meeting at Virginia Casey’s home in Village. They meet the
second Tuesday of each month from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. These members work on personal projects.
As a past project they made modest dresses for girls in Iraq and Afghanistan to wear to school. This
is an open BEE.

The Library in Heathsville is home to The Riverstitchers BEE who meet the third Tuesday of each
month from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. There are about twelve members working on personal projects and
they are open for new members.
Also, using the Library are The Ladies of The Night who meet the first and third Tuesday from 6
p.m. to 9 p.m. They work on personal projects and they made the raffle quilt for the Library to
place in their Super Raffle to be held on November 18, 2007. This BEE is open.

New BEE is a closed BEE of six members that rotate meetings to members’ homes. They meet the
last Monday of each months and work on personal projects. There are new quilters in this group
honing their skills.

Sitting in a large group of experienced quilters who have a language all their own and magical
fingers that caress stubborn fabric into beautiful patterns can indeed be intimidating. New
techniques abound. Books offer instructions, but sitting next to a quilting buddy is the optimum
experience. Sharing the process of using fabric to make a traditional, contemporary or art quilt with
a small group of friends and celebrating the successful completion is the joy of quilting. BEEs offer
this opportunity. Shopping for the right BEE is easy. Drop by and see what’s buzzin’. You may
decide to stay.

And finally, I have learned that those old clothes I thought I would cut into squares and use to make
my mark in the quilting world are just where they belong, in the closet.
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In this class you'll learn some easy to remember guidelines for picking compatible blocks and
these winning combinations will translate into unique quilts. We'll design and start making a wall
hanging in our chosen patterns in the class. You'll see Pepper's samples from her groundbreaking
book on multi-pattern quilts called Crosspatch (now available as Multi-Block Quilts from Dover
Publications.)

Come to class with an open mind, a lot of fabrics to experiment with, and you'll go home with a
whole new viewpoint on designing quilts. There is a $3.50 materials charge for a design packet.

Please bring to class: Sewing machine ready to sew, threaded with a charcoal gray good quality
thread. Extra sewing light (such as the little Ott light), depending on the lighting at the classroom
(please check with your program chairman). An extra extension cord is a good idea.

Straight pins, scissors, rotary cutter (new blade), and mat (not the huge one-), rotary ruler, two
rulers: one that is a 6 ½" square and another is 6 ½ " x 12 ½ ", notebook, pencil, rolling chalk
wheel. Lots of fabrics! All kinds of prints: florals, stripes, checks, paisleys, oriental prints,
homespun, bright novelty kids' fabrics, solid colors. You don’t have to use new and foreign
fabrics and if you’re just experimenting, use your scraps--those materials left from other projects-
-to make your first multi-block quilt. If you’d like to use this class as an excuse to go shopping,
try for at least 10 Fat Quarters in a three-color scheme. Don’t forget some lights, some mediums,
and some darks. Pick a wide variety of prints (see above) and have fun!

Road to Oklahoma Medallion Quilt
Thursday, August 9th 10 am to 4 pm

Cost: $48

Have you ever wanted to know how to plan and make a medallion quilt? These traditional frame-
within-frame quilts, first made in England and colonial-era America, are making a comeback with
modern quiltmakers. Working out from a patchwork center (four Road to Oklahoma blocks)
Pepper will demonstrate how to plan ‘spacer’ borders and work out two more pieced borders. She
will also consult one-on-one with students regarding color/fabric advice so that everyone’s quilt
can illustrate their own personal style.

In class we work from to-scale graphs of our quilts, making sample blocks from the patchwork
center and both borders. Expect to leave class with least four completed blocks plus a fully
formed game plan for guidance in completing this classic masterpiece.

Please bring to class: pencil, eraser, and sharpener, fine-tip Sharpie black pen, colored pencils
already sharpened, rotary square (either 12 ½” from Omnigrid or Creative Grids), rotary cutter
with new blade, smaller rotary mat, straight pins, sewing machine threaded with gray thread,
scissors for paper and fabric, thread nippers, seam ripper, five paper plates, and the following
fabrics: For the patchwork center blocks- a variety of small pieces in lights, mediums, and
darks (at least 20 different pieces-color scheme your choice.) For first patchwork border:
choose your four favorite darker colors from the center blocks (instructions above) and bring ½
yd. fabric of each of those plus one yard larger scale light print for block centers. For final
patchwork border: 1 ½ yd. mixed lights, 1 yd. each three darks, ¾ yd. outside (framing
triangle) fabric, and ¼ yd. small center square fabric.

Please note: amounts given here are suggestions. You may want to make only sample blocks from
fabrics on hand while in class. In that case bring a wide variety of scraps. After you’ve designed
your quilt and gained experience with piecing the blocks, then you can purchase all your fabric
for this quilt after class.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

B R I A R P A T C H Q U I L T S H O P

12 Tammy Drive, Little Bay Community, White Stone, VA 22578
Phone: 804-435-9065

E-mail: briarpatch@Kaballero. com.

www.briarpatch@Kaballero.com

Shop Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday from 10 to 4; Anytime by appointment!
The quilters’ source for fabric, supplies, classes and friendly service on the Northern Neck.
Quilt Guild members receive a 10% discount off regular retail prices.

VENDING AT EVERY TAVERN QUILT GUILD MEETING!

DESIGN IN TIME

Long-Arm Quilting by Paula Hudson
batting and thread available

2544 Jesse Dupont Hwy. – Burgess, VA – 22432

Phone & Fax: 804-453-7426


