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“THOUGHTS WHILE STITCHING”
“Today comfort quilts are part of the fabric of life at Walter Reed, helping to humanize
the 308 government-issue beds, overlit hallways and hushed visitor lounges. As soldiers
are wheeled to physical therapy or the endless tests, there is a rush of color from hand-
stitched covers as they roll by. Many of the 600 wounded who come in daily for
outpatient treatment have quilts folded under their legs or tucked around their bodies.
Soldiers clutching the quilts have turned up at inaugural balls and Army-Navy football
games.”

Jura Koncius, The Washington Post- Metro Section, January 31, 2007– pages B1, B6

QUILTERS’ NEWS

Susan Melton brought to our attention the January 31, 2007 edition of Washington Post
that carried an article (referenced above) about programs organized to make, collect and
distribute quilts to the military and their families. Quilts of Valor
www.quiltsforsoldiers.com was started by a Delaware quilter and information about
sizes, labels, where to send quilts, etc. is on this web site. Long-arm quilters volunteering
their time to quilt your tops are on the web-site. The four year old program counts more
than 7900 quilts made by volunteers and given to those wounded in the Iraq and
Afghanistan War. Distribution is made through Walter Reed Hospital and 70 other US
military medical centers. Kathy Pitts, one of our TQG members, has generously offered
to quilt some of the quilt tops that may be donated by TQG members to this organization
at no charge! Please contact Kathy for further details if you wish to participate

Operation Kid Comfort (http://www.asymca.org/c4-2.html.) collects photographs from
military families; volunteers transfer these onto quilts for children younger than 5 years
old. Older children receive quilted pillows. Home of the Brave Quilts:
(www.homeofthebravequilts.com.) donates quilts to families of those who have died.
Quilts are copies of those made in the Civil War. Marine Comfort Quilts:
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(www.marinecomfortquilts.us) was started by two Marine mothers in 2003, the group
makes quilts for military families of those who have died (regardless of service branch).
This group collects squares stitched with messages for the families and has completed
more than 2500 quilts

Jamestown Commemorative Quilt Challenge – Judith Crown
Reminder: Forms of your intent to participate (available on the web site) are due by
March 17, 2007. Completed quilts are due August 18, 2007. Suggested web sites for
inspiration:http://www.apva.org/history/index.html.
http://www.historyisfun.org/jamestown/jamestownhistory.cfm, www.virtualjamestown.org.

Ricky Tims Super Quilt Seminar
Liz Mesec is coordinating the applications of TQG members for this program scheduled
for July 19-21, 2007. If you plan to attend and want to take advantage of the lower
“group” rates, send money for tickets to her by March 31, 2006. Further details are
available on the web site www.rickytims.com/rtqs.htm .

History of TQG
Linda McMakin has reviewed all of the minutes from the TQG meetings and Board
meetings since its beginnings in 1995. This will bring back memories to long-term
members and demonstrate to new member how the TQG evolved. Our thanks to all who
have made TQG the success it is! Linda has summarized important events as follows:

11/28/95 Foundation
Meeting

Anna Holland asked the RHHT Foundation to sponsor a quilt guild.
Foundation also intended to sponsor blacksmith and carpentry guilds.

1996 -Anna Holland acting president, Linda Stemple, Secretary; Rita Gilpin, Treasurer
March 5 1st meeting of TQG. 35 members in picture. Article in Register says 39

of 41 members present
April 42 paid members. The Foundation received a State grant of $25,000;

need to raise matching funds
June TQG hopes to raise $22,000 for the Tavern with the Raffle Quilt
July Hope to raise $20,000
1997 – same officers
January Program committee created; Betty Ratcliff chairman
October 1st raffle quilt won by Buck Jarusek; Guild made $15,245.43 for the

Tavern
November Lelia Sandy was 1st person to join Guild; she’ll be 98 years old in Dec 97
December 1st election for officers
1998 – Anna Holland, President
January Jeanne Rose to compile 1st members’ directory;

2nd raffle quilt has been designed – will start 2/98
February 54 paid members; Dee Rogers, Treasurer, keeping separate “Carriage

House” account;
Marybeth Sisson to start quarterly newsletter called “Loon’s Lines” as
Rita Gilpin’s husband called the founding group the “Saloon Loons”.

March Barb Celio & Sue Kessel planning 1st “quilt-in”
June TQG eventually wants to do public service quilts; for fire victims, infants

leaving the hospital
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September Leila Sandy passed away; Guild had been working on a lap quilt for her;
Note in Register that TQG provides handmade items for sale in Tavern
Store;
Board sent out a member questionnaire to determine interests

1999 – Ginger Marshall, President (2 year term)
January Tippie deLeo and Paula Teeples to draft by-laws;

25¢ fee added for no name tag – to fund library;
LL now monthly and serves as minutes; 2nd VP position added for
Programs;
Added corresponding secretary/historian position (that’s why the
corresponding secretary was named to keep the Guild records)
1st draft of by-laws includes preface stating that the TQG is part of the
“Tavern Community” and plans for periodic raffling of a quilt to support
the Tavern.
The July picnic & auction will be the fund raiser for speakers.

January Exec
committee

Money from raffle tickets is not included in the Guild bank balance
because it goes directly into the Tavern Account.

February by-laws
committee

2nd draft of by-laws; officers are elected for 2-year terms, on a staggered
basis (3 every year) so that there are always experienced officers on the
board

Feb. Guild meeting 1st BOM raffle: 45 blocks
June By-laws rejected
June Exec comm.. Exec committee decided to use by-laws for themselves
August executive
board

$5,717 in Raffle acct
The Foundation planning a multi-purpose building; “we may be allowed
to meet there”; they are proposing adding a 2nd floor; we can raise more
money for that by having a quilt sale every other year (on the off years
from the raffle)

October executive
board

Paul & Tippie DeLeo have established a Guild web site;
The Guild may have gotten too large and might consider splitting

November guild
meeting

Jeanne Rose is working with Bob Butler on the design of the all-purpose
building, which will be our future meeting place.

December executive
committee

We now have 6 Bees; Still working on our fund-raising goals; should we
ask the Bees to raise money?

2000 – Ginger Marshall, President
February executive
committee

The Tavern doesn’t have any fund raising expectations of us; they have
been told that the $15,000 from the 1st quilt and whatever we make from
this one is pretty much it.

March Guild
meeting

Drawing for Millennium Quilt; winner: Kitty Lahman
The fund raising committee has decided to do another raffle quilt

March planning &
fund raising comm.

The TQG will pledge $5,000 per year to the Tavern
All new members will be assigned a Mentor

March exec comm. The raffle made $10,304; we’ll give $10,000 to the Tavern
March planning
committee

Tippie DeLeo proposed a “Quilters Gala Affaire”; wine & cheese, quilt
show; silent auction

May Announced 1st Gala to be held October 21
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August executive
board

Talking to Foundation about “education building”. Rocco Tricarico said
the Foundation expects us to “maintain the building” and wants the Guild
to do some educational projects;
We are not going to get involved in teaching non-members about quilting
or how to quilt

October board
meeting

The quilt show made $4,237
Propose having it every other year to provide funding for educational
programs; Decided to join NQA and VCQ
Where can we store our “stuff”?
Can we define our relationship with the Tavern? We’re not in their by-
laws and therefore not covered by their liability insurance.

Nov. Guild meeting We made $4,158.99 profit from the quilt show
2001 – Gail Griffiths, President
February “the program for teaching at the schools has been tabled until next month”
March 1st meeting at St Stephens

“the school project will start about the middle of March”; Nancy Brannon
in charge
Anna Holland, Tippie DeLeo and Sybil Stolzenberg volunteered to
develop a simple outline of guidelines for bylaws for the Guild.
Paula Teeples suggested keeping scraps of fabric in empty Utz pretzel
jars, sorted by color. (later became a staple of the silent auction)
The program was held after the lunch break and was “Problem Children”;
members presented quilting problems they had had and other members
told how they had solved the same problems.

April “the school program is on hold until teachers can be contacted”; (note:
this program was never mentioned again)
Bylaws committee has a viable set of very simple bylaws and will present
at May meeting.
Loon’s Lines to be circulated by email;
New By-laws adopted by the Tavern include the Tavern Quilt Guild as a
support organization under Article 13;
Tavern dedication to be April 28; TQG providing desserts;
Workshop planned to make baby quilts & Christmas stockings for Haven.

May Repeat last BOM as there weren’t very many completed;
Copies of the proposed by-laws passed out;
“Bees” update: all current bees are full; Sew Bee It to start up in
Heathsville at library; Ladies of the Night to start in June, at the library.

June By-laws approved
November First Box Lunch auction; everyone who brought a lunch also brought a

quilt square; the member whose lunch brought the most money won the
quilt squares. (Connie Ruble -- $70 – 43 squares)
Members admonished for talking during the speaker’s program.

December Anna Holland’s husband Dan, fell and was in MCV with broken neck.
2002 -- Sue Dollins, President
January Gail Griffith’s design chosen for next raffle quilt
February Anna Holland’s husband passed away.
March Board decided to have mini workshops after each Guild meeting; alternate

months to be sandwiching of members quilts.
May Briar Patch moved to Jeanne’s new building.

The Haven said they had an excess of children’s quilts.
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July Due to difficulty sending LL by email, a web site set up for members to
download it.
Haven coordinators resigned; discussion of whether to continue to donate
to the Haven.

August The bees were challenged to each make one item per month for sale in the
Tavern Store;
Jeanne Rose appreciation award established.

September An amendment to the By-Laws was passed naming Anna Holland, Rita
Gilpin and Linda Stemple as founders of the Guild and providing for them
to be declared Honorary Members upon their departure from the Guild.

October 2nd Gala held; chairman Charlene Becker
November Raffle quilt won by Adele & Mike Harwood; The Gala made $6,417.14

The Raffle made $11,046.00
2003 – Milly Huffman, President (later Joanne Forman)
January The Guild will not support charities other than the Tavern;

A new guild is starting in Kilmarnock, with a 50-member limit
February Anna Holland & Nancy Brannon to co-chair the 2006 Raffle quilt;

Board discussed amending the by-laws to limit the size of the Guild
March By-laws committee recommended against limiting membership
April New PO Box acquired by corresponding secretary, Cooky Booth
May Milly resigned as president; Pat Sullivan resigned as 1st VP; 2nd VP,

Recording Secretary and Corresponding Secretary declined office of
President; Joanne Forman, Treasurer, agreed to serve as President; Sue
Dollins, immediate Past President agreed to serve as 1st VP; Bonnie Page
agreed to take over as Treasurer.

June St Stephens asked the Guild members to not park on the graves;
Mentors program initiated.

July Anna Holland is scheduled to do a trunk show at the September meeting,
but may not be able to due to health concerns.
Clarified that Anna Holland, Rita Gilpin and Linda Stemple were the
founding members of the TQG, assisted by Barb Celio, Sue Kessel, Milly
Huffman and Norma McKane.

October Monthly workshops set up to make items for the Gala auction.
November Anna Holland recovering from surgery
December The nominating committee had presented Betty Finamore as president;

Ginger Marshall was nominated from the floor (by Donna Gruel) and
subsequently elected. The members who had been proposed for 2nd VP,
Recording Secretary, Treasurer and Corresponding Secretary all
withdrew. Treasurer and Corresponding Secretary were filled by
nominations from the floor.
The Board discussed whether the Guild should continue making raffle
quilts, since members don’t want to help market it.
Cookbooks to be delivered Dec 17.

2004 – Ginger Marshall, President
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February Guild had 6 Bees:
Formerly Known as Perfect (closed)
Riverstitchers open (2nd Tuesday, Northumberland Library)
Village Chicks open (2nd & 4th Tuesday at Virginia Casey’s house)
Sew Bee It open (4th Thursday, Northumberland Library)

Ladies of the Night open(1st & 3rd Tuesday; Methodist Church in
Heathsville; 6pm)

Crafty Quilters open (3rd Friday, Women’s Club in White Stone)
Note: there were regular reports in Loon’s Lines of Bee Activities (News
from the Hive)
Marge Stack and Tippie DeLeo working on Gala; it will be a 2-day event
this year at Festival Hall in Reedville.
Anna convalescing at son’s home in Round Hill, VA. President’s
message asked for prayers for her as she fights to beat cancer.

March TQG to co-sponsor Gala with RFM Quilters. Very controversial.
May Members chose the name “Quilt Gala of the Northern Neck”

RH/HT website will incorporate TQG information
June Anna Holland passed away
July Milly Huffman received the 2nd Jeanne Rose Appreciation Award
August Kathy Pitts reported that a bid had been accepted for construction of the

transportation/education building of the Tavern, and the Guild will have
use of this building.

November Mary Allen, who won the raffle quilt, said she was going to give it to her
daughter, whose son was killed in Iraq.
Another TQG website created by Mari? Raffle tickets total $8,514.50

December Connie Drew, incoming president, proposed to the Board that a Quilt
Bingo be held to replace the Raffle Quilt as a fund raiser.

2005 – Connie Drew, President
January Connie Drew presented Peggy Fleming a check for $8,514.50 for the

Tavern from the Raffle Quilt.
Kathy Pitts reported construction started on the Transportation
(Education) Bldg.

February Nancy Brannon points out to the board that TQG acts more like a club
than a guild because it doesn’t have any teaching skills for members.
At the Guild meeting, Connie asked 4 members at each table to move to a
corresponding table and then for the folks at the tables to talk to each
other about when they started quilting; this was a move to help members
get to know each other better.

March Tracy started doing set up and takes down tables. Boutique proposed for
bingo but voted down by board. Gala planning started along with Bingo.
Marilyn Bonomi created new web site – tavernquiltguild.us

April Board proposed recognition for Charter Members.
May Proposal to include the other NN guilds in the Gala: Rivah Quilters;

Uptown Guild and RFM Guild.
Members questioned where the money went for pins, cookbooks,
lunchbox auction.

June Guild voted to put a list of library books on website, with pictures.
Guild voted to have Jeanne Rose investigate a “treat” for the members
from the small ways & means projects.
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July “We need a Form 990 from the Dept of Agriculture and Consumer Affairs
to be affiliated with the Tavern.”
George Beckett talked to the board about the status of the Transportation
Building. Note: Storage space and lighting were listed as issues.

September Charter Members defined as everyone who had joined the first year as of
December, 1996. Quilt Bingo declared a big success.

October Board decided to publish LL on Mari Bonami’s website and the Tavern
website

November Guild celebrated 10th birthday
December Meeting postponed for a week due to snow.
2006 – Liz Mesec, President
January Board decided to have the budget run from April 1st through March 30th.
February LL added to Tavern website; Treasurer’s report removed from LL.

2nd website inactive.
March Guild celebrated 10th birthday again.

Purchasing engraved Gingher scissors as our “treat”.
April Guild met in the Transportation Building for the first time.
2006 minutes were pretty much about the gala.
October Gala held and declared a success
November Gala netted $9,929
December Presented George Becket $1512 for the Tavern, proceeds from Auction

Quilt; Susan Melton is initiating a Block of the Month for 2007.
2007 – Susan Melton, President
January Ellen Hollows and George Beckett came to the Board meeting to talk

about Tavern plans, the Guild’s relationship, and what they would like
from us (public educational programs) The Board is trying to determine
how much fund-raising we really need; members are burned out on fund-
raising; proposed canceling the Bingo scheduled for October.

MARCH PROGRAM

Block of the Month for March: Sue Oliveri has submitted directions for the March
BOM.

March Block of the Month – “Road to Paris”
Unfinished Block Size = 9 ½ “

A. 2 1/2 “square, cut into a triangle. Make 16 triangles. Use burgundy color provided
for four (4) triangles. Use color of you choice for twelve (12) triangles.

B. 5” square for center. Make one.


