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“THOUGHTS WHILE STITCHING”
John Rice Irwin writes that being remembered is one of our “innate human traits”. “The
men in our society have traditionally had an opportunity…to leave evidence of their
existence; their farm, their business, the houses they had built, the chimneys they had
laid, the devices they had invented, and most of all the children that bore their name. But
the women could hope for no such remembrances…often the only kind of permanent
recognition a woman got was through a beautiful and expertly sewn quilt. Irwin cites a
will made in 1876. “It is highly interesting to note that Nancy chose to make
arrangements for the disposition of her quilts even before she designated who was to be
the recipient of her real estate which is believed to have consisted of forty acres and a
dwelling house. It may also be noted that she mentioned no personal possessions other
than her quilts and coverlets. Nancy was apparently unable to read or write, as she
signed her name with an “X” which was her “mark”.

“In the Name of God Amen. I Nancy Yarnell of the county of Anderson and State of
Tennessee being of sound mind and compasing memory and considering the uncertainty
of this Mortal Life, knowing that it is appointed unto all, once to die to make and publish
this my last Will and testament hereby revoking all others heretofore made by me in the
words and figures following: Viz: In the first place I Will that all my just debts be paid
(if any). In the second place I Will to Nancy Malinda Yarnell one Masail quilt and one
German Rose coverlid, I also Will to Joseph Samuel Yarnell one patched quilt and one
Twenty-five Snowball coverlid. The Remainder of all my estate both real and personal I
Will to my sister Elizabeth Yarnell during her life, and after death to her heirs and in
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order that this Will be lawfully executed I appoint Robert M. Yarnell my Executor to
execute this my last Will and testament whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed
my Seal this 27th of May 1876. Nancy Yarnell – X (her mark)

John Rice Irwin, A People and Their Quilts (Atglen PA, Schiffer Publishing) 1984 p.31-
33

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE - Susan Melton
Hope everyone is quilting away and enjoying themselves, since it has turned so cold. I’m
still working on the guild meetings becoming more fun and relaxed, please bear with me.
Briefly, let me say:
· There is no Hospitality Committee therefore there will be no coffee, tea, or beverages

at the Guild meeting
· There is no Education Committee
· There is no Publicity Committee

Remember the February BOM is an 8 ½" unfinished “16 Patch” block done in alternating
RED and WHITE. The winner of the RED and WHITE will need to submit a pattern to
the next Loons Lines for a block that is due at the April meeting. It is so sew easy, please
make at least one additional RED and WHITE block to be donated toward a Guild
Quilt project.

Sue Oliveri (winner of the January Pinwheel BOM) will do the 9:30AM pre meeting
demo of her chosen block at the February meeting. The block that Sue submits will be
due at the March meeting. We will meet on the balcony of the TMB.

Consider joining a Bee, several are listed in this Loons Lines. You do more “hands on”
quilting and it is so much more intimate.

Reminder: Do detailed inventory of what you are personally storing for the TQG.

Looking forward to our very own Lucie Garrett doing a special program for February.
Bring any “grape” related item you would like to share!

Susan Melton

MEMBER NEWS
Recommendations from the TQG Board of Directors
Proposed Amendments to the TQG By-Laws will be discussed and decided at the
February meeting.

1. That Article VIII, Section 1, item (a) of the By-laws (Committees, Standing
Committees, Audit Committee), be amended to strike the first sentence which states
“The incoming Treasurer shall be the chairperson.”
Reason for revision: The By-laws call for the President to appoint a chairperson of each
committee. When a Treasurer serves two consecutive years, as Cyndi Salesky is doing
this year, it is awkward and illogical to have her audit records that she has created.
2. That Article VI, Section 6, item (c) of the By-Laws (duties of the Treasurer) is
amended to state that the fiscal year will be from April 1 through March 31.
Reason for Amendment revision: This is a clarification of the actual fiscal year.
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3. That Article VI, Sections 4 and 5 be amended to move “Maintain a file of
committee reports” from Section 5 (Corresponding Secretary) to Section 4
(Recording Secretary).

Quilting Bees
We have completed the survey of those TQG members who wish to join or form a new
Bee. Joy Young will be contacting those members who completed the survey to
determine whether one of the current Bees fit their needs or if they wish to establish a
new bee. The following Bees welcome new members:

River Stitchers – meets once a month – Heathsville Library, 3rd Tuesday of each month
– contact: Sue Dollins or Sybil Stolzenberg

Ladies of the Night – meets twice a month – 1st and 3rd Tuesday evening of each month,
6:00 PM – 9:00 PM contact: Nancy Koren

Sew Bee It Quilters – meets once a month – 4th Thursday of each month – 10:00 AM –
2:00 PM - contact: Susan Melton

Tappahannock Bee – meets twice a month – 1st and 3rd Monday of each month –
contact: Bonnie Page
A luncheon to discuss organizing a bee is scheduled for those interested in the
Lively/Lancaster/Kilmarnock area. Tentative date is one of the days during the week
of February 12, 2007. Contact Linda McMakin for further information.

Parking
Tavern Administration has asked that we not park on the grass at any time or in the fields
when wet or boggy. If necessary, you can unload your passengers and packages at the
door and then park in one of the approved areas which are: the bank parking lot, the new
judiciary complex (court house), and the area in front of the TMB with the following
important exception: PLEASE LEAVE AT LEAST 4 SPACES DIRECTLY IN
FRONT OF THE TMB FOR HANDICAPPED MEMBERS, VENDORS AND
SPEAKERS.

Carpenter and Handi-man – Shirley Willmore
We have all experienced the difficulty with finding a qualified person for those tasks
around the home. Shirley Willmore informs us that John Gayle is such a person and you
can contact him at 703-843-3849. Or see Shirley for additional information.

CONVERSATIONS
This month, Loons Lines has interviewed Linda Stemple, who is not only an expert
quilter, but has been one of the most supportive and generous members of TQG.

LL: There are many women who have only joined the TQG within the last few years and
may not know that you were one of the women who started the Tavern Quilt Guild. Can
you tell us something about that decision - how it came about? Who were some of the
women who were involved in the beginning, and why you decided to form a quilt guild?
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LS: Anna Holland, Rita Gilpin and I used to ride together to West Point once a month to
the newly formed West Point quilt guild. None of us were happy about the monthly drive
and wished there was a group closer that met during the day.

Barb Celio and Sue Kessel were members of the Vienna Quilters Unlimited guild along
with Anna and me. They would come down regularly to visit and our conversation
would turn to why isn’t there a group here. Anna, Milly (“I am not a quilter”) Huffman
and a few others from across the river were already meeting as a bee. We all encouraged
Anna to start a guild. She had already founded the Waterford, VA quilt guild. Anna was
always reluctant but she finally agreed to do it on the condition that we actively
participated in the formation. This meant that Barb and Sue would travel from Northern
Virginia for the monthly meetings and that Rita and I would take an office. Leila Sandy,
who was in her 90's at the time, wanted to be the first member. Gail Griffith, a new
quilter having been taught by Anna, was also an early member. By now, Milly was a
quilter!

Anna always thought that allying the guild with a historical preservation group was the
best way to preserve the art of quilting, such as Nellie’ Needlers of Woodlawn Plantation
and the Waterford guild associated with the historic Waterford Foundation. Anna
approached the Tavern board with a proposal for an affiliated guild and the result was the
Tavern Quilt Guild.

LL: We know that your husband Harry is very active in community vocal and drama
groups. Can you tell us about your family and how long you have lived on the Northern
Neck?

LS: In 1986 we started looking for a place to settle when Harry retired. In 1988 we
bought a home here. We used the house on weekends for family and quilt bee retreats.
Finally in 1993, we moved here full time. Harry is always busy and it’s my full time job
to keep him fed. We have four daughters, five granddaughters, five grandsons and a
corgi named Gracie. When we first moved here, they all lived nearby. There were two
daughters in Middlesex, one in Hampton and one still in Northern Virginia. They’ve now
scattered to Texas, North Carolina, Richmond and one still in Northern Virginia.

LL: How did you learn to quilt? Was there someone special who was instrumental in
teaching you to quilt? How long have you been quilting? What kind of quilting do you
prefer?

LS: My grandmothers and mother were quilters. I don’t ever remember seeing my
mother quilt, but I do have some quilts she made and I wore out several others. My
mother always did hand work and I was taught to embroider and hand sew when I was
small. During the ‘60s, I made baby quilts for my daughters. I hadn’t had any
instruction and really had no idea what I was doing, but it was fun. In 1977, I took my
first quilting class and began to learn the art of quilting. My preference is handwork,
both appliqué and piecing.

LL: You have been involved in making several “group quilts” that have been
contributed to others. Would you tell us about some of those projects?

LS: Group quilts are part of a quilter’s life. I have worked on many as a member of QU
and the TQG. One memorable project was the group quilt that Anna and Lesley-Claire
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Greenberg undertook to raise the seed money of the Virginia Quilt Museum. It was a
lovely Baltimore Album style quilt. The group raised $25,000 from this quilt. Another
quilt was made for Wolftrap Farm Park after the Filene Center burned. This quilt was
designed by Judy Spahn and was called Floodlights of Wolftrap.

LL: Anything else you would like to add?

LS: It has been my pleasure to be a part of the fellowship of quilters. We always have
more ideas than time and quilters are ready to share and have fun. Anna will always be
remembered for her vision for the TQG and I thank all the women who have worked so
hard to make our guild a comfortable home for quilters, beginners and experts alike.

FEBRUARY PROGRAM
Program – TQG member and well-known viticulturalist Lucie Morton Garrett will
present “Wines and Vines”, a program on wine and quilts at our February meeting.
Members are encouraged to ask questions and these can be e-mailed to Liz Mesec before
the meeting. Liz Mesec recommends bringing any wine-related items that you have
made and these will be placed on the TMB walls.

Joy Young will lead us through a mini-workshop on making tricky grape circles. She
will have kits to make a 6-1/2” block containing grapes with leaves and vine. Joy will
also demonstrate making bias strips using bias bars. Bring your appliqué needles,
scissors and thread.

Block of the Month: February’s block is a 16-patch 8-1/2” (unfinished) checkerboard
with alternating red and white patches:

Cut patches or strips 2 ½ inches wide by 21” long to produce a finished block of 8 inches
(8 ½” unfinished) Please wash red fabrics before assembling the block.

Block of the Month for March: For those who wish to start early, Sue Oliveri has
submitted the March BOM “Road to Paris” with instructions. Sue will provide detailed
instructions at 9:30 AM – just before the regularly scheduled February TQG meeting in
the Balcony of the TMB.
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March Block of the Month – “Road to Paris”
Unfinished Block Size = 9 ½ “
A. 2 1/2 “square, cut into a triangle. Make 16 triangles. Use burgundy color

provided for four (4) triangles. Use color of you choice for twelve (12) triangles.
B. 5” square for center. Make one.
C. 6” square. Make two. Cut each square into a triangle to make four (4) triangles.

Sew burgundy and other triangle together to make a square. Sew the two
triangles to the burgundy square. Do four times. Sew the triangles to the small 5”
square. Sew the larger triangles to the finished block. Size the block to 9 ½ “
square.

Upcoming Programs: (Further details will be presented in later issues of Loons Lines as
they become available.)
March: Paula Golden “Body Smart Quilting”
April – still undecided
May – Barb Sawyer – Piecing
June- Sue Cox
July – FKAP – “Christmas in July”
August – Pepper Cory

QUILTERS’ NEWS
QNNtv Ginger Marshall
Ginger has found a fascinating website that includes quilting tips, latest quilting news,
instructions, patterns, classes, retreats and even news from international sources. Be
sure to check it out: www.QNNtv.com. Warning: it can become addictive and you may
find yourself totally losing track of time while surfing through the site. Example of
retreats include QNN 2nd Annual Quilting Retreat at Shaker Village, Kentucky – May 21-
24, 2007.

Jamestown Commemorative Quilt Challenge – Judith Crown
The Colonial Piece Makers are sponsoring a quilt challenge to be exhibited in Jamestown
on September 15 and 16, 2007. They have a web site where all the information is listed.
The quilts are to be original in design, interpret and communicate the story of Jamestown
and the three cultures: the Powhatan Indians, English and Africans in the early 17th

century. A $100 Viewer’s Choice Award will be given. Forms of your intent to
participate (available on the web site) are due by March 17, 2007. They will then
forward an entry form with complete instructions. Completed quilts are due August 18,
2007. Suggested web sites for inspiration: http://www.apva.org/history/index.html.
http://www.historyisfun.org/jamestown/jamestownhistory.cfm,
www.virtualjamestown.org. We do hope that some of our quilters will give this a try;
group quilts are also accepted.

Ricky Tims Super Quilt Seminar
The Richmond Quilters Guild will host the Ricky Tims Super Quilt Seminar July 19-
21, 2007 at the Greater Richmond Convention Center in Richmond. The Seminar will
include Alex Anderson and Libby Lehman. Tickets are $199 (single), $174 each for
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small groups and $159 each for large groups (10 or more). Further details are available
on the web site www.rickytims.com/rtqs.htm . Liz Mesec is coordinating the applications
of TQG members for this program. If you plan to attend and want to take advantage of
the lower “group” rates, please send money for tickets to her by March 31, 2006.

Briar Patch Classes
Briar Patch has posted its winter schedule of classes. Samples of these fun projects are
on display at Briar Patch Shop in White Stone.

Star Quilt Instructor: Karen Vaughan Saturday, January 20 Time: 10 am - 2 pm
Cost: $24 plus supplies and pattern ($5.40 w/class discount). This bed size quilt consists
of one large eight pointed star. The class sample was made with flannels, but this quilt
would look great with any fabrics. This project sews up quickly. SMR

Cappacino Instructor: Karen Vaughan Saturday, February 3 Time: 10 am -2 pm
Cost: $24 plus supplies and book ($18.85 w/class discount) This quilt is made with 24
or more brown fabrics - kind of scrappy and lots of fun. Class is based on the book Home
for the Holidays by Milligan & Smith. SMR
Quilting for Beginners Instructor: Jeanne Rose Saturdays, Feb 17, Mar 3, 31, April 7 &
21 Time: 10 am - 12 noon
Cost: $60 plus supplies All techniques in this class are done by hand. Jeanne will guide
you all the way from creating perfect templates to attaching the binding and everything in
between - including piecing, appliqué and quilting. A small wall quilt is completed in 5
sessions.
Women’s Voices - A block of the month journey Instructor: Jeanne Rose Mondays,
2/19, 3/19, 4/16, 5/14, 6/18 & 7/16 Time: 10 am - 12 noon
Cost: $72 plus supplies and six (6) patterns ($24 w/class discount) This promises to be a
fun and informative "journey". Based on a pattern series of the same name by Fabric
Expressions, these six classes will make half of the quilt; the second half of the quilt will
be offered on the next schedule. A different block will be introduced at each class;
instruction will be given for hand piecing and for machine piecing. You can choose the
size of your quilt (for large quilts you will make two of each block).

Summertime Stars Instructor: Karen Vaughan Saturday, March 10 Time: 10 am - 2 pm
Cost: $24 plus supplies and book ($9.85 w/class discount) Learn the slash and stitch
method of piecing this wonderfully scrappy quilt. Made with 30 fat quarters - a great way
to use some of those you have been collecting. Class is based on the book Quaint Quilts
to Love. SMR

Kwik Scrappy Log Cabin Instructor: Karen Vaughan Saturday, April 14 Time: 10 am
- 2 pm
Cost: $24 plus supplies and pattern ($7.20 w/class discount) You’ll enjoy this new twist
on an old favorite. SMR

Basics of Machine Quilting Instructor: Jeanne Rose Friday, April 20 Time: 10 am -
2 pm
Cost: $24 plus supplies. Exploration of several styles of machine quilting. Emphasis will
be on basic techniques to help you become comfortable with this phase of quilting. SMR
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donated for future workshops, and announced the block for February. The January
blocks were won by Sue Oliveri, who will select a block for March.
Announcements
Judy Crown. The Colonial Piecemakers in Williamsburg are going to have a quilt show
in September in conjunction with the Jamestown Anniversary. It’s not a juried show, but
we’re invited to submit entries for Viewer’s Choice. The quilts are to reflect three
aspects of Jamestown: the English settlers, the African slaves and the Indians. Judy
will send details for Loon’s Lines.
Susan Melton. The Museum of the American Quilting Society will have a quilt auction
to benefit MAQS. If anyone wants to contribute quilts or tops, these need to be in
Kentucky in April.
Birthdays and Door Prizes
January Birthdays were celebrated and the door prize was won by Faye Page.
The meeting was adjourned at 2:00.
Respectfully submitted, Linda McMakin, Corresponding Secretary

DATES TO REMEMBER
February 6, 2007 TQG Monthly Meeting – Transportation Museum Building,

Heathsville 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
9:30 AM- Sue Oliveri will demonstrate March BOM

February 14, 2007 TQG Board of Directors’ Meeting –Transportation Museum
Bldg., Heathsville 10:00 AM- 12:00

February 22-28, 2007 Mid-Atlantic Quilt Festival, Hampton

February 22-25, 2007 Elly Sienkiewicz Appliqué Academy – Williamsburg
March 31, 2007 Last day for obtaining tickets for the Ricky Tims Super Quilt

Seminar – send money for tickets to Liz Mesec.
April 12 – 15, 2007 Quilters’ Heritage Celebration – Lancaster, PA
May 18-20, 2007 17th Annual Southern Maryland Quilt & Needlework Show –

Sotterley Plantation (www.sotterley.org)

July 10, 2007 TQG Monthly Meeting – Transportation Museum Bldg.,
Heathsville – “Christmas in July” hosted by FKAP Bee.
Replaces July 3, 2007 meeting

July 19 – 21, 2007 Ricky Tims Super Quilt Seminar – Greater Richmond
Convention Center, Richmond; www.rickytims.com/rtqs.htm

October 6, 2007 TQG Bingo – White Stone Volunteer Fire Department, White
Stone

OFFICERS
President: Susan Melton Historian: Marge Stack
1st Vice President: Joy Young Membership: Louise McIntire
2nd Vice President: Liz Mesec RHHT Liaison: Kathy Pitts
Corresponding Secretary Millie Huffman Librarian: Judy Crown
Recording Secretary Linda McMakin Editor: Janet Vaughan
Treasurer Cyndi Salesky
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BRIAR PATCH QUILT SHOP

12 Tammy Drive, Little Bay Community, White Stone, VA 22578
Phone: 804-435-9065

E-mail: briarpatch@Kaballero. com.

www.briarpatch@Kaballero.com

Shop Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday from 10 to
4; And anytime by appointment!
The quilters’ source for fabric, supplies, classes and friendly
service on the Northern Neck. Quilt Guild members receive
a 10% discount off regular retail prices.

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT NEW WINTER CLASS
SCHEDULE

VENDING AT EVERY TAVERN QUILT GUILD MEETING!!


